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ACCOr:PA:nEO BY Ken Bechely, Div is ion of Land Po l l u t i on Control 

An insoect ion of t h i s f a c i l i t y was conducted i n order to determine the source 
of I f q j i c wastes being discharged from a pipe located north of tha f a c i l i t y 
i n to a low area 2t the southwest corner o f t teTr iam l a n d f i l l . According to 
t h ^ V ice-pres idant , Mr. Pecsenye, t h i s f a c i l i t y can ho. characterized as a steel 
pr-occssor. This maans they do not ov/n the raaterial at tha s i t e , ra ther they 
process s tee l i n accordance v i i th orders from t h e i r customers. This involves 
shc?a ing of bars and f l a t s , and p i c k l i n g . There are tv.'O p i c k l e r s : a batch 
p i c k i e r ?.nd a contin'jous c o i l p i c k l e r . 

T:̂ e I jatch p i c k l e r consists o f three p i c k l i n g tanks containing a 5% so lu t ion 
o f 5 ' ; l fur1c a c i d . These tanks are used i n p a r a l l e l . Associated w i t h the p i ck l i nc 
t.rtnk:; i s a water r ince tank and a neu t ra l I ze r tank. 

Ti i i f i n a ] tank i s a o i l spray tavik. Here, par ts are sprayed w i th a p a r i f i n 
hasei o i l t o prevent r u s t i n g . According to Pecsanye, th i s o i l is not discharged 
from the plant;, ra ther i t I s used over and oyer again. 

i l - e?/tiir:;ttes tha t each of the other tanks are emptied once eyery four weeks, 
Thsy Rttfh'i'^pt t o discharge the acid tank along w i t h tha neutral i ze r tank contents 
i n order to discharge a more neutra l type o f a l i q u i d . 

A l l rvtoriP. water.-that f a l l s on tha p lan t bu i l d i ng and the surrounding area is 
also cisoharged In to t h i s corrmon drainage system. Hs admitted that the waste 
are disc' iarged i n to the p i t . Hovi-ever, he maintains that the underlying mater ia l 
1s a c lay m a t e r i a ! , there fore l i q u i d s v/ould not enter the ground water. We 
it idlcatf^d to him tha t t h i s type of operat ion may be considered to be in v i o l a t i o n , 
and ins,.̂  requ i re a permit to operate. 

A sai^plc of the primary discharge to the d i t c h , which ccmes from the east was 
ccl lecced at 11:45 A.M. I t was o i l y and reddish i n co lor . Im i le taking the 
f i r s t sai ip le, i t was noticed tha t another discharge i s enter ing the d i t ch from 
the souuh. This f low was much less than tha t of the east discharge, however, 
•;•: V3S o i l y i n appearance. 



"Yien' Steel a processing. Inc. 
h^ri ' l Tl, 1977 , 
I'af!; 2 

Severn'] photos viera taken in and around the area. It sfiould be noted in Photo 
rl that the outlet tile has been buried, forcing the water to flow through the 
circ.in! and rise to the surface. Photo n2 is a view of the north outlet and 
:'[ioto i?3 sho--/s the appearance of the receiving ditch. Photos #4, 5 and 6 shows 
tha location vthere the effluent v/ater Is pooling. The water here was a rusty • 
reddish color. The banks of the pool shov; that at some prior date the water 
level v;as; at a higher point dua to the discdored stains along the sides. The 
surface of the water was covered vn'th a dark reddish brown oil. 

The s an pies \iere returned to the Chicago Laboratory for analyses. The results 
j f ch^ tests perfomed are attached. 

r'ichael J, Schmittj'̂ vinvlronmental 
Protection Engineer, Maywood 
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A TRIEM STEEL 
Photographs April 11, 1977 

PHOTO #1 - View of outlet discharging to ditch from the east. 
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PHOTO #2 - Discharge to the ditch from south. Note oil. 
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